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BEWARE THE 
PROPHETS OF DOOM 


There are those in Australian soccer 
who will say that South Melbourne 
has blown its chance of winning the 
championship, that it peaked too 
early, that it doesn't have enough 
strength in depth, etc. etc. etc. 

The reason for the crisis? Simple, 
we have dropped five points out of 
the last six. 

That is surely proof enough. After 
all it isn't really form that will win a 
championship, is it? 

The Prophets of Doom can point to 
the statistics to show you that the 
bubble is burst, one point from six — 


maybe they are right! 

But how about 13 out of 18, that doesn't sound too bad now, does 
it? 

Or the fact that we have only lost four games all season — and they 
have all been away from home. Fact - South Melbourme has only lost 
ONE game at home in TWO seasons, see what statistics can prove if 
you want them to. 

Soccer is a hard game, a game in which the players have to play at 
their peak of fitness, motivation and skill week in and week out. With 
eleven players on the park and two on the bench any coach has one 
hell of a job to do that for 26 straight weeks, and then all the way up 
to the Grand Final. 

Talk of teams 'peaking' is just pure rubbish. But teams do gain in 
confidence — look at Brunswick — teams do lose confidence — look at 
Sydney Olympic — and top players do lose form. No coach in his 
right mind would set out deliberately to crank his team up as the 
season goes along — it is hard enough just trying to keep them at the 
top week in and week out without playing mind games as well. 

Some weeks ago Marconi were on the end of the media prophets 
doom and gloom until their league position was pointed out by a top 
journalist. The demolition of Sydney Olympic was ample proof of 
that. Now South Melboume has gone through a couple of patchy 
games, games in which key players were absent through injury or 
suspension. 

The next few weeks will see if the Prophets are right, or whether 
South Melbourne will re—capture that second spot which will 
guarantee a Melbourne Grand Final. Good players don't suddenly 
become bad players overnight, the best club in Australia doesn't 
become an also-ran in the same space of time either and my guess is 
that South Melbourne will bounce back in time to see the Prophets of 
Doom and Gloom indulging in back--slapping stories about how 
coach Jimmy Pyrgolios is a magician, that he had them peak just at 
the right time — in time for the Grand Final. 

Bruce Campbell 


COVER PHOTO 


South Melbourne striker Con Boutsianis is typical form 


PHOTOGRAPH: Les Shorrock 
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Leisure and 
Pleasure as the 
Blues Aim 
For the Big One 


"That was a result that the 
players certainly _ haven't 
forgotten. They are out for 
their revenge this afternoon, 
and the players are out to 
show this club's loyal 
supporters that they want to 
win this one badly." 

That's the comments of 
South Melbourne General 
Manager Barry Horsfall in 
the lead-up to the vital match 
with Marconi. 

The 7-0 trouncing in last 
season's play-offs will likely 
haunt the current players and 
supporters for the rest of their 
lives, it isn't a scoreline which 
can be easily fogotten but if it 
can be turned into advantage 
then at least something can be 
gained by it. 

That is a feeling which is 
shared by Barry Horsfall who 
thinks that South Melbourne 
might just do a ‘Marconi’ on 
some unsuspecting team over 
the next few weeks and give 


them a real hiding. 

"There is no way that we 
will beat Marconi by a 
scoreline like that but I 


wouldn't be surprised if we 
gave someone a hiding in the 
last few games", says Barry. 

"Against Marconi the result 
is the important thing, not the 
scoreline. 

"But we have learnt from 
the past and already our 
preparations for the Play Offs 
are underway. 

"We plan to mix leisure and 
pleasure in the programme in 
order to get the right mix of 
training and relaaxation and 
try to keep the players at their 
peak." 

Activities 
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include a 


Players/Sponsors golf day, a 


tennis competition and indoor’ 


soccer - all designed to 
ensure that the players are at 
their very best when the vital 


Play Off matches come 
around. 

And because of the 
Melbourne Knights high 


position it is even more 
important this season for the 
team to finish in the first two 
league places, 

: That would see the Grand 
Final automatically awarded 
to Melbourne and reward the 
club's supporters with the 
chance to see the Grand Final 
in their own backyard. 

Although Olympic Park is 
the likely venue should the 


> 


Grand Final come south, it 
would stil] mean that some 
20,000 South Melbourne 
supporters would be there on 
the big day. 

Nothing is being taken for 
granted in the run up to the 
season's climax and everyone 
at the club is aware that 
everything has to be earned 
where it matters most, on the 
football field. 

But the possibility of a 
South Melbourne Grand 
Final in front of 20,000 of the 
clubs own fans is such a 
mouthwatering prospect that 


no stone is_ being left 
unturned in pursuit of the 
prize. 


"The players are all highly 


——————_———— 


motivated for the last six 
games," says Barry Horsfall. 

"Jimmy Pyrgolios has a 
special training plan and we 
are confident of doing well 
and being there at the right 
time. 

"And even off the park we 
are planning a series of 
events that will ensure the 
club stays at the forefront. 

"Our auction night (held as 
Inside Soccer was going to 
press) .will have been the 
biggest fund raising night that 
this club has ever seen. 

"All of the other Melbourne 
CCSL clubs were coming 
along to have a ‘sniff and 
smell’. 

"The auction should more 
than have made up for the 
losses sustained by having to 
play all of those catch up 
games in mid-week. 

"We had some really terrific 
prizes up for grabs as well, 
including a car, to make sure 
that the supporters got a 
chance of getting something 
back for all of their support." 

And with the Family Night 
also announced it all poinmts 
to a busy time for the club - 
with an even busier time 
hoped for at the Grand Final. 


HIGH FLYING ACTION is guaranteed in today's big clash 


Pr 


Skipper Paul Wade was 
captured in action 
when he was in 
Canberra for a 
coaching clinic 
recently. 

Notice that Wadey is 
teaching the girls, not 
the boys! 

Paul even tried to get 
fashionable with his 
backward-baseball- 
cap - all the kids liked 
the Socceroo shirt 


The interview with Jimmy 
Pyrgolios has been held 
back until the next issue 
of Inside Soccer. 


HOW ABOUT A THOUGHT FOR DEANO - suspended after being sent off against Adelaide City 
for retaliating against what many thought was a foul by Joe Mullen. Referee Peter Spiers was one 
hundred percent correct in sending Dean off for alleged violent conduct but our reporter at the 
game - who is a dyed in the wool City man - expressed his, and others, shock that Mullen wasn't 
cautioned. Current ASF rules forbid players and coaches from commenting on such incidents 
without censure. 
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Last season South Melbourne and Marconi met four times - 
with each club recording a win in **e I sague, but the Green 
Machine taking both games in the Top Six series. The League 
game at Middle Park, which the Blues took 2-0 with goals 
from Awaritefe and Tsolakis, attracted the club's second 
biggest gate of the season, a whopping 11,451. 

This season the clubs have already played once, a 0-0 draw 


The Gash = 


Cala 


8 occer 
League 


Lan 


at Bossley Park in December and today South Melbourne are 
all out to gain revenge for that 7-0 drubbing in last season's 
finals in a game which is sure to live up to its billing as The 
Clash of the Giants. 

ACTION PIX: Gary van Egmond watches as Paul 
Trimboli gets in an unorthodox shot in a clash from 
yesteryear. 


COBURG SUPER 
FINISH 


proud sponsors of 


SOUTH MELBOURNE SOCCER CLUB 
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144 Gaffney Street, Coburg, Victoria. 3058 
TEL: 354 4555 FAX: 350 5210 


When The 
Goal Erupts 


with 
Nick Koutroumanis 


This week's big game prompted me to look for the 
truest blue supporter I could find. PETER KOTSIRIS 
After searching all week, I can honestly say that I 


have found him. Peter Kotsiris is his name and for 
those people behind the goals this comes as no surprise. 

Peter is probably the most vocal supporting behind the goals, never giving visiting keepers 
an even break. 

He also boasts the remarkable record of not having missed a home game since the 1988 
season. Peter Kotsiris is also known for his occasional appearance on 3AK's Super Soccer 
Sunday programme. 


Most Memorable Match. 
"South Melbourne 4 Marconi 3, 1980. At half time in this game South Melbourne were 


trailing 3-0." 


Good to see Peter Tsolakis 
back - his recent form, 
particularly in the game 
against Newcastle, would 
suggest that he Is on the 
way to some good form. 
Just the right time with the 
Finals just around the 
corner. 


Favourite Current Player 
"Angie Goutzioulis. This year he has answered the call everytime the Blues have needed him 
and never gives up trying - qualities which make a player great at any level of competition." 


Favourite All Time Player 


"Paul Wade. He is a great ambassador, not only for South Melbourne, but for soccer in 
This week's black spot; !was | Australia in general. 
disappointed to see the His never say die attitude has won him the praise of many soccer fans, and his efforts in 
amount of supporters who Australia's World Cup games against Argentina saw him take on the biggest test of all, Diego 


were really giving the lads 
heaps during the nil all draw 
with Parramatta, when we 
were very unlucky not to 
score. It's times like these 
when the supporters should 
really get behind the team. 


I will buy a souviaki and 
drink to the first South 
Melbourne supporter to 
come up to me with their 
copy of Inside Soccer and 
tell me which Blue made a 
guest appearance In the 
movie, The Heartbreak Kid. 
For those of you who don't 
know me personally | will 
be wearing a Dallas 
Cowboy hat. Look for me 
around the ground. 

Offer expires at half time. 


Maradona — a test that he passed with flying colours. 

One can easily see why he is captain of the best teams in the country, a country that he also 
captains. 

A lot of people don't know this but after the Argentina match Paul gave away Diego 
Maradona's shirt, which Maradona presented to him as a mark of respect, to a young 
supporter." 


If I Was Coach 
"My team would be; 

Anastasiadis; Muscat, Durakovic, Hasler; Wade; Tasios, Polak, Goutzioulis; Awaritefe, 
Trimboli, Boutsianis. (a 3.1.3.3. formation with wade operating in front of the back three) 
Subs: Petersen, Tsolakis 


Favourite Spot At Middle Park 
"Behind the goals — I'm there 98.7% of the time." 
Peter likes to give all visiting goalies a "tough time". 


Favourite Other Player 
"Danny Wright, Brisbane Strikers." 


Worst Game Seen 


A couple of weeks ago 
"Marconi 7 South Melbourne 0, CCSL Semis, 92/93." 


soccer mad schoolboy Joe 
Lorusso (nicknamed 
Maradona by his 
schoolfriends) was struck by 
lightning and killed as he 
waited for the storm to pass 
over on his way home from 
school. 

Inside Soccer extends its 
sympathies to the Loruso 
family. Paul Wade and Barry 
Horsfall attended the funeral 
and Paul placed the shirt 
given to him by Maradona on 
the coffin. 

A magnificent gesture, 


South Melbourne Dislikes 
"The amount of time it has taken to commence the upgrading of facilities, but I'm very happy 
with the Hellas Project." 


Comments on the Season So Far 
"South started the season off well despite losing their first game. At the moment the players 
are a bit down and our form up front needs a little improving. I feel that Trimboli should move 
up forward where he can bring the other attackers into the game. I am quietly confident that 
we will be in the Grand Final where I would like our opponent to be Marconi — we owe them 
one from last year." 


Prediction for Today 
"South Melbourne 2 Marconi 0." 
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ROCKET MAN 

Mehmet Durakovic's performances have 
attracted rave reviews over this last year and 
the attention of overseas scouts and agents - 
none more so than when he played against AC 
Milan. Any doubts, just ask Jean Pierre Papin! 


tralia 
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SEIKO BATTERIES 
Silver Oxide, Lithium, 


Rocket Baiteries 
Rechargeable, Alkaline, Manganese, Photo, Lithium. 
TORCHES 
Metal, Rubber, Plastic. 
Unit 6/11 Mary Street, P.O. Box 527 Blackburn Victoria 3130 Australia 
Phone 61 3 © 894 3322 Fax 61 3 © 894 2660 
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CHAUFFEURED LIMOUSINES OF AUSTRALIA 
“The Symbol of Quality Service throughout Australia’’ 


© 819 7979 © 


NATIONAL LIMOUSINE SYSTEM 


SEDANS AND LIMOUSINES FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS 
COST EFFECTIVE SERVICE FOR TODAYS DISCERNING TRAVELLER 


ATTRACTIVE WEDDING RATES FOR HELLAS SUPPORTERS 
* Servicing Melbourne for over 25 years * 


675 HIGH STREET, KEW EAST, VIC. 3102 FAX: (03) 819 7493 


‘cy Peter Mitrakas 5.113. 
PCN OOCNOR SET — ee’ BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 


IMPERIAL “Pectin 5445742 
LEATHER 


At the legal offices of 
MITRAKAS, SAVAS & CO. 


luxury soap, talc and oa Ee 
toiletries CLAYTON, 


VICTORIA 3168 
AUSTRALIA 
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Alkis fos) ape 
leadin g WS CHRIS'S COACHES orm 


LUXURY COACHES AVAILABLE FOR 


Greece to eee ee 
ie _fusiralia Wade Tours 
h Ig hs pots MEW, CATRLTED CH 

STM?’S' BERING 


SPECIALISING aa 
* Star Gloss Paper * Newsprint Paper * Grease Proof paper 


International football in Greece is riding the crest of a wave 
just now — and the man at the helm is national team boss, 
Alkis Panagoulos. 

Panagoulos is responsible for 


steering Greece to its first ever WORLD f age 

World Cup finals, something he CUP Ain StQVIIS 

says is "an inspiration to the 

country" and is set for a heroes FINALS 37 Clayton Road Phone: BH 569 1377 
reception if they can qualify for North Carlton AH 569 0951 
ie ERS Rog aM ETOND WEA GROUP D Victoria 3168 Mobile: 018 569 700 


includes Nigeria, Bulgaria and 
twice-champions Argentina. 


Argentina 


But the cigar smoking coach is Greece 
no stranger to football in the 


L.E.U. PLASTICS 


: ; Nigeria 
United States - a country which : 
he and his family have called Bulgaria Pty. Lid r 
home for over the last decade. fq Ny oe t 
Amongst Panagoulos's credits for all your injection moulding 


is a stint as coach of the USA 1984 Olympic team which 
should ensure that Greece can count on the support of many 
neutrals as well as the massive Greek population domiciled in 
America. 

Greece's success in qualifying for the World Cup finals has 


Les Uglik 553 3576 


also seen UEFA make them a second seed for the 1996 
European Championships which will be played in England. THE SOCCER 
They have never qualified for the final stage of that PUBLISHING EXPERTS 
competition before but 
UEFA EUROPEAN pa re) still confident Club Programmes, Year Books, Magazines, 
CHAMPIONSHIPS "T think it will come down Fixture Lists, 
to a battle between Russia, Books and Journals 
QUALIFYING Scotland and Greece," says 
GROUP 8 Panagoulos. HG PUBLICATIONS 
"But don't rule out Finland Professi 1 Jo lisin Qc: 
Russia when they play at home in rofessional Journalism ayout 
Helsinki, they are sure to 
Greece cause eeoblenii to Publishers of World Cup programmes, 
Scotland everyone." Cluh Magazines 
Finland The other countries in the and Soccer periodicals 
Group 8 section are tin 
Faroe Islands P y 
S : Faroe Islands and San Tel: Bruce Campbell (06) 299 6083 
an Marino Marino, the punching bags 


of European soccer. 
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IN THE COMPANY OF STARS = ——————————_——_- 
South Melbourne star Kevin Muscat is pictured picking up his award last 
year as the Young Player of the Year as the CCSL Awards Night. 

This season's event is scheduled for Tuesday 26th April at a yet-to—be- 
named Melbourne venue. ASF Marketing Manager Cec Bucello is planning 
the prestigious awards night as one of the build-ups to the Grand Final 
itself, which is still an early favourite to also be played in Melbourne. 

Kevin is seen here with former Aussie skipper John Kosmina and ex- 
Socceroo keeper Tony Pezzano. 


SEupER AD MON 
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THE DOC PAYS 
HIS RESPECTS TO 
SIR MATT 


Former South Melbourne coach Tommy Docherty was 
amongst the thousands of mourners at the funeral of the late 
Sir Matt Busby, one of the all time greats of the world game. 

Docherty, who managed the Blues in 1982, joined the 
general 10,000 strong crowd at Sir Matt's funeral after being 
refused admission to the all-ticket funeral. 

"I wasn't upset," said Docherty who also served as a 
manager at Manchester United under Sir Matt before hitting 
the headlines for his illicit affair with the club physio's wife. 

"I was proud to stand outside with the fans who enjoyed 
along with me some of the best times of my life. 

"I am a catholic and I thought it was a very touching 
service." 

Manchester United received only fifty invitations for the 
funeral and Docherty was not amongst the officially invited 
guests. 

Interestingly, in the Scottish press Docherty was named as a 
former manager of South Melbourne, as well as his other 
credits. 

The fame of the Blues continue to spread even in times of 
AAVETSILY .....c.ccese0es 


scocssssoveeeee ANG UP IN Brisbane 


Brisbane Strikers fan Trevor Moore sends his thanks to Jnside 
Soccer for mentioning his hobby of collecting and swapping 
programmes. Trevor has received letters from supporters in 
other parts of the country after his write-up — but as yet not 
from anyone in Melbourne! 

Trevor adds that he is still "hoping for contact with a South 
Melbourne supporter". If anyone wishes to correspond on the 
subject of football programmes they can contact Trevor 
Moore at 58 Tristan Street, Carindale, Queensland 4152. 


Not serious enough 


Australian soccer doesn't do itself any justice with the way it 
treats games with overseas teams — even if the teams 
themselves are only using the matches as pre-season training. 

A string of mediocre results against the visiting J League 
clubs plus Korean Champions, I] Hwa, tends to downgrade 
our soccer to a lesser standard than it actually is. 

If our top teams cannot beat clubs which are only beginning 
their pre-season training then we are in trouble. And just to 
show that it is attitude rather than talent that is the problem, 
last week an ACT State team gave Gamba Panasonic a 2-0 
duffing - and the Canberra boys had only been in training for 
two weeks themselves. 

While mention has been made on SBS of the benefits of a 
tournament between the visiting J League teams and top 
Aussie clubs Inside Soccer suggested this to the ASF two 
months ago. Johnny Warren (pictured) has got it spot on - 
Asian soccer hasn't just appeared overnight, it has been there 
for a long, long time. 


A look at soccer - froma different angle 
with Bruce Campbell 


We are just very good at ignoring it. 


SPARE A THOUGHT ...... 


for Diego Maradona. Sacked by Newell's Old Boys, 
persecuted in the press to the point where he shot an air gun at 
reporters and now his career seemingly over. 

It seems that the diminutive midfielder can't help creating 
headlines. And at the risk of being branded as just another 
‘pommie journo who thinks that all the Argies are bad' I'd like 
to throw my zac in also. 

Why should Senor Maradona receive special treatment? He 
didn't refuse any of ihe media's help in making him a star, the 
media didn't make him into a drug pusher, nor a spoilt little 
brat who only wants the good times — they only report on the 
facts, which sometimes mean the good and the bad. 

Ask Paul Wade, he copped his fair share of Aussie media 
criticism when he lost form Jast season — but he still came 
back to give Maradona a roasting in Sydney. 


a a : 
Paul Wade sticking to Diego Maradona like the 
proverbial in the World Cup clash in Sydney 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 


mesa) 


CLUB HONOURS: 


Australian National Champions 1984, 91 
CCSL Premiers 1993 
National League Cup Winners 1990 
Dockerty Cup Winners 1974, 75, 89, 91, 93 
Vic Health Gold Cup Winners 
1984, 88, 89, 90 
Victorian Ampol Cup Winners 
1969, 70, 76, 82 
State League Champions 1962, 64, 65, 66, 
72, 74, 76 
First Division North Champions 1960 


FORMED: 1959 


CLUB COLOURS; 
Blue Shirts with white trim 
Blue Shorts with white side 


CC la 
COACH; 5S occer 
Jim Pyrgolios League 
en 
SCORERS, SUBSTITUTIONS, 
CAUTIONS, NOTES 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Middle Park, 
Melbourne 


Dean Anastasiadis — 1 
Kevin Muscat - 2 
Gary Hasler - 3 
Mehmet Durakovic — 4 
Jason Polak - 5 

Paul Wade -— 6 

Peter Tsolakis — 7 
Steve Tasios — 8 

Paul Trimboli -— 9 

Con Boutsianis — 10 
Francis Awaritefe - 11 
Mike Valkanis — 12 
Phil Stubbins - 13 
Angie Goutzioulis -— 14 
Alex Kiratzoglou - 15 
John Verikakis — 16 
Steve Panopoulos — 17 
George Lenetis — 18 

- 19 

Mike Utting - 20 


a 


MARCONI-FAIRFIELD) <& 


Sunday, FORMED: 1958 
20th February, 1994. CLUB HONOURS: 
Australian National Champions 
| 1 —- Mark Schwarzer weal vis sie 
, 2 - George Jolevski Benes ead i 
3-JPde Marigny Runners Up 1977, 92 
4 — Matthew Bingley NSW State Champions 1972, 73 
5 — Ian Gray NSW Division 2 Champions 1969, 80 
6 - Blagoja Kuleski Ampol Cup Winners 1983 
7 — Glenn Johnson | 
} 8 — Mike Smith 
) 9 — Kimon Taliadoros CLUB COLOURS; 
)  10- Steve Corica £5 Bighs 
|  11- Andy Harper Red Socks 
) 12 - Fabio Macolino COC 
3 13 -Ufuk Talay \ Soccer COACH; 
4 14 - Gary van Egmond sei so Oe 
5 15 - Tommy McCulloch en 
5 16 - Jonathan Angelucci SCORERS, SUBSTITUTIONS, 
: 17- CAUTIONS, NOTES 
3.0«CsCéd8 - 
) 19 -— Darren Iocca 
0 §20- Tony Kostadinovski 


Proud to be the Major Sponsor of 


SOCCER CLUB 
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Buses of talent 
queueing up at 


Bossley 


by 
Bruce Campbell 


Marconi are undoubtedly one of 
the super clubs of Australian 
soccer. Over the years they have 
built up not only an impressive 
team on the field but also one of 
the finest sporting facilities in the 
country at their Bossley Park 
headquarters. 

But it hasn't always been that 
way for the Italian backed club, 
and for a Jong time they were 
forced to live in the shadows of 


their Sydney cousins, APIA. 
The rise of Marconi as a real 
power in football can be 


probably traced back to the start 
of the national soccer league, a 
catalyst which saw the realisation 
of many of their supporter's 
dreams. 


Today Marconi has an 
embarrassment of riches, both on 
and off the park. 


And under the leadership of 
their wily coach, Frank Arok, 
that Jooks set to continue for 
some time to come. 

Arok has been quick to mirror 
the youth development policy he 
initiated at his former club, St 
George. 

That scheme saw the flowering 
of such outstanding talents as 
Adem Poric and Matthew 
Bingley, two fine players with 
Socceroo written all over them. 

And the Bossley Park version, 
the Marconi Academy of Soccer, 
is sure to give Arok an even 
bigger headache in the future 
than he has at the present. 

Because of the depth of playing 
talent at his disposal Arok has 


bees unable to give some of his last 
season's outstanding youngsters a 
sustained run in the first team. 

Players like Fabio Macolino, 
Graeme Paine, Aaron Holst and 
Luke Casserley would be automatic 
first team choices in most other 
clubs, but at Marconi they have 
been faced with the choice of youth 
team football or going elsewhere. 

That Paine (moved back to Coffs 
Harbour) and Holst (retired) have 
elected not to stick it out must 
sadden Arok, a man always noted 
for advancing youth, as much as it 
points out his undoubted depth of 
talent. 

But while Marconi have an 
outstanding array of youth on their 
books they also have a team which 
is starting to age in certain positions. 

Arok is clearly aware that his side 
is going through a transition period 
with players like JP de Marigny, Ian 
Gray and Blagoja Kuleski in the 
twilight of their careers. 

But he has moulded younger 
players such as Steve Corica, Glenn 


Johnson, Mark Schwarzer and 
Matthew Bingley into future 
stalwarts — should they elect to resist 
the big bucks temptation of playing 
in Europe. 

And in teenage starlets Ufuk Talay 
and Darren Iocca, Arok has two of 
the brightest jewels in Australian 
soccer under his tutelage. 

It isn't always plain sailing in 
soccer — even for the current Aussie 
champions, and Marconi has seen its 
fair share of controversy this season, 
with the the loss of Italian imports 
Andrea Icardi and Ermanno 
Pelucchi maybe pinching the 
majority of the headlines. 

But Arok knows that the ball is 
round, he has been at the top for so 
long that he knows that no player is 
indispensable, that for every prima 
donna there is a talented youngster 
just waiting to grab his chance. 

At Bossley Park he doesn't have 
just one youngster — he has a bus 
load, all ready to pull on the famous 


green shirts. ® 


BIG MATCH ACTION: former Blue David Healy closes down 
Ermanno Pelucchi is a shot from the big match last year at Middle 
Park. 


= 
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Tartan 
Controversy 
Hits CCSL 


In another amazing week in the CCSL two former 
Scottish footballers have been the centrepieces in a 
roundabout of sackings and incrimination. 

First, Tommy Sermanni, born in Scotland of Italian 
parentage, was named as successor to dethroned Sydney 
Olympic coach, Berti Mariani. 

The likeable Sermanni has a sound pedigree both as a coach 
and player, although he might need more than that to get 
success at a club where shooting yourself in the foot is part of 
day to day life. 

Sermanni played for Marconi in the early 80s before 
moving onto Canberra City, a club he served as both player 
and coach as it went through its metamorphosis to finally re- 
emerge as NSW Super League side, Canberra Deakin. 

Rated as one of the best British imports of the CCSL he also 
enjoyed a spell at Sydney Olympic as Assistant Coach to 
Mick Hickman and looked likely to follow him to Sydney 
United until the Crows closed their doors on him because of 
his alleged part in securing the transfer of Ned Zelic to 
Olympic. 

To this day Sermanni denies any complicity in the affair 
but is pragmatic enough to realise that football in Australia is 
small enough for grudges to be held for a Jong time. 

Meanwhile, another Scot has found out the wisdom of what 
Sermanni already knows. 

Tom Anderson, known for his sensational attacks on the 
ASF heirachy, has finally felt the sting of his employer's hand 
when he was dropped by SBS because of his continual 
negative comments about the ruling body. 

The sacking, like Mariani's, didn't go without comment in 


SERMANNI: bottom row, far left - in his playing days against 
touring English side Charlton Athletic 


the media and surprisingly Anderson gained support from 


some unlikely corners. 


Always known for his controversial stance he had distanced 
himself from many influential people within the sport, but it 
would seem that those same people resent the alleged 
interfernce of the ASF in Anderson's dismissal. 

Media censorship is, apparently, live and doing very well in 


Australia. 


Ironically, Tommy Anderson was also a former coach with 
Sydney Olympic in the early days of the CCSL but also got 
an early bath from the northern club. 

The general concensus of opinion is that both affairs are 


unwelcome at a time when the season is building up to its Top 


Six play offs. But have you noticed how nice a certain 
Sydney newspaper journalist is being to the ASF bosses on 


the same SBS show? 


Canberra Plan To Kick 
Blues Out Of League 


Canberra soccer politician 
Ron Watkins has called for a 
one state one club format for 
a future CCSL. 

Under Watkins' plan New 
South Wales, Victoria and 
South Australian entries 
would be slashed to one per 
state allowing space for ar 


entry from the ACT where 
Watkins is President of the 
ruling body. 

Watkins has admitted that 
the plan would be unpopular 
but maintains a more 
businesslike formula is 
necessary for ultimate 
success. 
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Under his plan, clubs like 
Sydney United, Parramatta, 
Heidelberg, Morwell Falcons, 
West Adelaide, Wollongong 
City, Sydney Olympic, 
Brunswick Pumas and 
presumably South Melbourne 
would also face the axe. 

The comments have drawn 


John White 


the expected reactions from 
within Canberra as well as 
other soccer states and it 
would seem that it has no 
chance of attracting any 
notable support. 

Meanwhile at Rockdale the 
ASF looks likely to continue 
with the present 14 club set- 
up for next season with a 
decision on relegation and 
promotion likely to be made 
by mid June. 


Bruce Campbell 


| 
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CCSL ROUND-UP 


ROUND 19 
Brunswick Pumas 0 
Morwell Falcons 1 (Armstrong) 


Wollongong City 1 (Ackers) 
Marconi-Fairfield 1 (Harper) 


Brisbane Strikers 0 
Melbourne Knights 5 (A Cervinski, Marth, 
Viduka) 


South Melbourne 0 
Parramatta Eagles 0 


Sydney United 1 (Gibson) 
Newcastle Breakers 0 


Sydney Olympic 1 (Kelic) 
Heidelberg United 2 (Scott, Vlahos) 


West Adelaide 2 (G Brown — 2) 
Adelaide City 0 


ROUND 20 
Parramatta Eagles 3 (Ciantar, Spiteri, Soper) 
Brunswick Pumas 2 (Aloisi — 2) 


Adelaide City 3 (Vidmar, Veart, Tobin) 
South Melbourne 1 (Awaritefe) 


Marconi-Fairfield 3 (Harper, Meredith, own 


goal) 
West Adelaide 3 (Cardozo, G Brown, Cerro) 


Melbourne Knights 1 (A Cervinski) 
Sydney Olympic 0 


Heidelberg United 1 (Michalakopoulos) 
Wollongong City 3 (Ackers, Coveny, Ricoy) 


Sydney United 1 (Milicic) 
Brisbane Strikers 0 


Morwell Falcons 0 
Newcastle Breakers 1 (R Brown) 


Ay, 
CcaGola Soccer League 


DL F 
Melbourne Knights 20 143 3 50 15 45 
Sydney United 20 1h 3. CS: 26° 23. 39 
South Melbourne 20 11 5 4 32 14 38 
Marconi-Fairfield 2a 9° VT ~4 “39 24. 34 
Adelaide City 20.7) 7 VE" BR 2B 28 
Parramatta Eagles ZO °F TT NG! 2E 928"-28 
Brisbane Strikers ZL <6 FEO 22 20-27 
Morwell Falcons 2 NOT UF AS 27 
Sydney Olympic ZOO Ts TTI OT 
West Adelaide 20 eR ak POE (201 27% BS 
Newcastle Breakers 20.5" “S." “10 26" “38: 20 
Wollongong City 20 4 #7 20 27 = 19* 
Brunswick Pumas | Altice bs Pes (oS. Sea J 
Heidelberg United 20.53" A> AS: AS -50: 13 


* starred club is lowest placed Regional team, which is subject 
to relegation at the end of the season 


ROUND 21 MATCHES 


South Melbourne v Marconi 
Wollongong City v Knights 
Brunswick Pumas v Adelaide City 
Sydney Olympic v Brisbane 
Newcastle v Parramatta 

West Adelaide v Heidelberg 
Sydney United v Morwell Falcons 


| The Next CCSL Matches At 
| Middle Park are 


Melbourne Knights 


Sunday, March 6, 1994 


Vv 
Sydney Olympic 
Sunday, March 20, 1994 
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The V Bomber - 
Happy When He Is 
Scoring Goals 


Melbourne Knights striker Mark Viduka is the name on 
everyone's lips just now. The teenage starlet is making a 
determined effort to finish the season as top scorer — a 
remarkable feat for a player in his first full season, and as a 


member of the Olyroos, Young Socceroos and Victorian State 


team he is certainly a player in demand. 

Two of Viduka's strengths are holding the ball up and 
getting into scoring positions and when he does both ina 
game then the player who has been dubbed the V Bomber 
considers that he has had a good game. 

A couple of weeks ago Viduka turned one of the best young 
defenders in the country, Matthew Bingley, to create just 
enough space to score. That proved, if any proof was needed, 
that Viduka can score in the best of company. 

"I make that sort of run ten times in a game," said Viduka, 
"but that time it paid off for me". 

Viduka contributes a lot of the success in the Knight's run 
so far this season to new coach Mirko Bazic. 

"He has obviously made a big difference," says the teenage 
goal grabber. 

"Even in training sessions everyone has wanted to give 
120%. Mirko has only been here a short time and he has done 
well but also a lot of the credit must go to the players who 
have fought for everything so far." 

And if at the start of the season midfielder Josip Biskic was 
being written off as over the hill, he, like Viduka, is being 
rightly acclaimed for a magnificent season. 

"Biskic is just all class," says an obviously appreciative 
Viduka. 

"He can hold the ball up in front of him and take on much 
bigger players. He really does well for such a small player, 
but I think that he is just getting better and better with every 
game." 

Any young player can expect his share of hatchets from 
older and more experienced defenders and Mark Viduka is no 
exception. He has copped his share of knocks this season but 
is quick to point out that there are clean players as well as the 
hatchet men. 

"There are all types in the CCSL," he says. "Against 
Marconi I thought I was going to get chopped but Matthew 
Bingley was probably one of the fairest players I have played 
against this season. He didn't go for the ankles. 

"But when I played against Parramatta I got a hammering. 
All game they were pulling my shirt, kicking me, hitting me. 
Also against Newcastle and Morwell." 

But that hasn't stopped the six foot plus player from 
achieving his aim — of knocking the balls in the back of the 
net for the Knights. 

South Melbourne fans could be excused for hoping that the 
V Man has an off day in the next home game, a vital clash 
which could well decide who wins the League Championship. 


Mike Komadina 


CCSL ROUND-UP 


But you'd be wiser to stopover on a Greek island - and 


Olympic can fly you from Athens onward to London, 
the rest of Europe and the world! 


keep the world waiting. 


OLY MPIC 


ArtrlRwaAay 
The Intemational Airline of Grakes 


The Biggest Range of Heating and Cooling Systems 


LJ NORTH 


1359 Sydney Road 
Fawkner, Vic. 3060 
Tel: (03) 357 3377. 
Fax: (03) 359 5657 


L) SOUTH 
879 Nepean H’way 
Moorabbin, Vic. 3189 
Tel: (03) S63 9377. 
Fax: 563 9267. 


WESTERN DISTRIBUTORS 


carpets, vinyl, ceramic tiles 
MELBOURNE'S CHEAPEST PRICES 


Come and See Us 
For All Your Flooring Needs 


PAUL DAMIANOS 
TEL: 367 7555 
234 McIntyre Road 
Sunshine 
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Jackie Reilly starred for South Melbourne in 
the mid '70s. Australia's 1974 World Cup 
goalkeeper, and formerly with Hibernian, 
Washington Whips and St George, Reilly is 
rated as the best goalkeeper to ever come to 
Australia. 
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Maybe the publication of last week's 
club quiz was an omen - everyone at 
South Melbourne hopes so anyway. 
For those who didn't get the right 
answer the guys at the front holding 
the Championship Trophy are skipper 
Angie Goutzioulis and coach, Ferenc 
Puskas. 

P.S. the photo is such a great one we 
couldn't help reprinting it - hopefully it 
will gee the Blues up against Marconi 
today. 


ented and with the same 
theme in mind the 
temptation to publish this 
one of former Blue Kimon 
Taliadoros on his rump 
overcame everyone at the 
magazine office. 

We all hope that you have 
a great end of season run 
Kimon - but after today's 
game when we wouldn't 
mind seeing you ina 
similar pose a few times! 
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Phone: 364 9222 Fax: 364 9180 


Vivianne's es 
e TED SMITH 
Collection FOR ALL INSURANCE ADVICE 
MELBOURNE PTY. LTD. PERSONAL COMMERCIAL LIFE 


OR SUPERANNUATION 


234 ALBERT ROAD, 
34 Mcintyre Road SOUTH MELBOURNE 
North Sunshine, Victoria 3020 Ph: 690 4855 Fax: 690 4090 


me, Zz. 
PRIDE EVENTS CATEHING ed 
praiblaes Ng CARLTON TAB 


Event & Function Party Hire 


14-16 Adelaide Street LATE NIGHT TRADING 

Dandenong Monday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday 
VIC 3175 
TEL: 793 2533 FAX: 794 9582 for prompt 2 SKY TVs 
service see 10 Odds Displays 

manager Variety of Form Guides 
Bill Local & Interstate Odds 

Hambas Refreshments 
Comfort & Friendly Staff 


ALEX & NICK'S 
FRESH FISH 


Tel: 478 6219 


404 LYGON STREET, 
eee CARLTON, VICTORIA 3053 


PAROS GREEK TAVERN 


50 Aberdeen Road 
MacLeod 
Phone: 459 3334 


Angels. Calwepoulos 


DISTRIBUTORS 
PTY. LTD. 


Registered Office: 
20-24 HODDLE STREET, ABBOTSFORD, 3067 


The Sky Is 
The Limit 


He isn't exactly an overnight 
sensation, but he might soon 
become an overnight 
favourite with the Australian 
soccer public if he continues 
his present form. 

Mike Valkanis is rapidly 
showing that he is one of the 
stars of the future by gaining 
in confidence every single 


game with South Melbourne. 


And that form, which has 
seen him named as Inside 
Soccer's Best Blue twice out 
of the last four games, has 
earned Mike a call-up into 
the Olyroo squad along with 


team-mate Kevin Muscat. 

Last season Valkanis made 
his club debut as a substitute 
for Mehmet Durakovic 
against Preston but only got 
two other first team runs — 
both of them coming off the 
bench. 

And early this season it 
looked as if his fortunes 
might again be tied to 
Mehmet's fitness. Most South 
Melbourne supporters 
considered him to be a stand- 
in for the rugged Socceroo. 

But Valkanis has carved a 
niche for himself as a player 


in hos own right, grabbing 
the chance for a regular berth 
in the team as a central 
defender with both hands. 

If Mike lines up against 
Marconi today that will be his 
12th straight game in the 
firsts, a period in which he 
has earned the praise of his 
team-mates as well as the 
club supporters. 

"He really is a fine young 
player," says skipper Paul 
Wade. 

"Mike has taken his chance 
very well in the first team and 
is a credit to their many good 
young players at this club. 

"Some people think that 
young players have the right 
to a South Melbourne shirt 
but you don't, you have to go 
out there and prove that you 
are good enough to wear it. 

"Mike is doing that, and if 
you are good enough at this 


club then the sky is the limit." 

The proof of that comes 
with Mike Valkanis's 
selection in the Olyroo squad 
which was in training at the 
AIS last week. 

The full squad is; 
Muscat, Valkanis (South 
Melbourne), Juric, Viduka, 
Vojtek, Buljebasic, A 
Cervinski (Knights), Matassa 
(Perth Italia), Aloisi (Pumas), 
P Tsekenis, Tome (Sydney 
Olympic), Corica, Talay 
(Marconi), Bolton, Cranney 
(Brisbane), Alagich, Tibaldi, 
J Tsekinis (West Adelaide), 
Moric, Milicic, Babic, 
Popovic (Sydney United), 
Spiteri, Mendez, Renaud 
(Parramatta Eagles), Dimoski 
(Wollongong City), 
Lozanovski, Hassell 
(Adelaide City). 


Alan Gordon 


DIARY DATES 


21 February 
Victorian CCSL XI v JEF United (Middle Park) 


3rd April — Charity Cup Final 
10th, 13th & 17th April - CCSL Semi Finals 
24th April — Preliminary Final 
1st May — Grand Final 


Inside Soccer 
is printed by 
APEX PUBLISHING 
(02) 597 6855 


MELBOURNE SPORTS BOOKS 


British & European Soccer Books 


‘Rothman's Year Book 1992-93 $50, Australia NSL Year 
Book 1992-93 $5, European Soccer Who's Who 1992-93 
ae “<7 .- $20, European Cups 1992-93 $30, Football Grounds of 
. Europe $45, Matt Busby $20, Soccer programmes Local & 
Overseas $2 each, Kenny Dalglish $50, Gary Lineker $40, 
Frank Arok $23, Bryan Robson $30, Liverpool in Europe $50, 
Leeds Utd $50, Manchester Utd History $50, Ally McCoist $40 
and Soccer Australia $5 
H 9 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. Tel: (03) 621 1211 
Bookshop open Mon-Fri and Sat moming 
Discount for South Melbourne fans 
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HELPING THE KIDS 

Socceroo midfielder Mickey Petersen is 

continuing his fight back to match fitness by 

playing in the Youth team and is earning rave 

reviews for the help he is giving to the kids. On 

current form it won't be too long before Mickey 
‘is pulling on a first team shirt again. 
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ELYSEE RECEPTION 
& CONVENTION CENTRE 


405 HIGH STREET, NORTHCOTE 
Phone: 482 2900 


Catering for functions from 80 to 800 people 


PROUD SPONSOR OF SOUTH MELBOURNE 
SOCCER CLUB 
Partners 209 Lonsdale Street eee KW. HALES REAL ESTATE 
John Dimitropoulos Melbourne, VIC 3000 iisanded esate Agent 
George Liveditis TEL: (03) 663 1511 Auctioneers Property Management 


Sam David up. 
Branch Manager 


78 Glengala Road, Phone: 312 1866 
West Sunshine 3020 Private: 363 3305 


PAPASAVAS |= =s= 
& CO 


BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 


21 Sturrock Street, East Brunswick, 3057 
established 1967 Manufacturers, wholesalers & retailers of jeans 


L: 580 8146 / 580 2431 ; 
A.H. 560 4852 / 584 2194 / 233 8473 


Founded by C.B.G. PTY. LTD. 


Savas Pap asavas OAM Distrib Rest faseec ois ait ae fish 
(1941-1993) pres 


13 Dehaviland Road, Braeside, Victoria 3195 


THOSE BABY 
BLUES 


I'd like to express my 
thoughts on our baby Blues. 

They don't get enough 
media coverage (no youth 
teams do). 

For example, the Herald- 
Sun only prints the table, 
scores and scorers. Why not 
put in some pictures? 

South Melbourne's youth 
team has done great this 
season but they deserve more 
attention. 

Why don't supporters come 
one hour earlier at home 
games and support the Baby 
Blues? 

One day they'll be up there 
with the seniors! 

We have some highly 
skilled players such as Theo 
Mihaloglou, Steve 
Panopoulos _—and John 
Verikakis have shown us. 

Not forgetting to mention 
Mike Utting and the rest of 
the players. 

Come on South supporters, 
get out there and support our 
youth team too! 


Baby Blue's Fan 
Bentleigh 


Name and address withheld 
by request. 


(For many supporters ninety 
minutes of football is enough 
for one day and the 
Australian leagues are almost 
on their own in promoting 
reserve and youth games 
prior to the match. In Europe 
it is rare to see anything 
other than the main game 
taking place. 


You have probably 


answered your own question 
about lack of media exposure 
for the NYL - if the fans 
aren't watching then the 
tabloid press won't cover it. 

Have you ever written to the 
Sports Editor of the Herald- 
Sun? It's worth a letter. 

Again, Inside Soccer has 
limitations, like any 
publication, in terms of 
coverage. We try to keep a 
balance between youth and 
senior teams and you may 
have noticed that in 
interviews with first team 
players we invariably make 
mention of the stars of the 
Baby Blues. — Editor). 


REFEREEING 


Your mention in the last issue 
of complaints against referee 
Gordon Dunster in the 
Morwell Falcons match was 
an understatement. 

This was one of the worst 
performances I have ever 
seen in the CCSL. 

It is a joke to think that 
Dunster is being ‘rewarded! 
by representing Australia at 
the World Cup as a | 


linesman -— he should be. 


strung up instead. 

If South Melbourne had 
lost that game [ think Dunster 
would have copped more 
than verbal abuse. 


John Kiakos 
Melbourne 


AND MORE 
COMPLAINTS ... 


Why does the CCSL put up 
with referees like Dunster? 
I sympathise with Gary 


Insurance & Investment Planning Service 
CONTACT SOCRATES NICOLAIDIS 
649 1608 


GId 


AUSTRALIA 


call Socrates for more information 


THE WRITE 
WING 


where Inside Soccer readers get the 
chance to say what they think about 


soccer, 


Correspondence, which should include name and address, 
should be sent to ; 
Write Wing - Inside Soccer 
~PO Box 869 
Queanbeyan, NSW 2620 


Power, he has a hard job 
trying to upgrade the standard 
of referees in this country. 

Other than Eugene Brazzale 
they are terrible. 

But Power is being paid to 
do a job, and if he can't get 
the standard up then he must 
be held responsible. 

This season I think the 
refereeing standard has 


dropped to its worst ever. 

I don't think that these guys 
can keep up with the faster 
rate of play. Some of the 


decisions have been very 
poor. 

It doesn't matter how much 
it costs to bring in good 
referees, the game is 
suffering because of the lack 
of standard with the men in 
black. 


Angry Blue 
Waverley 


Nom-de-plumes must be 
accompanied by the author's 
full mame, address and 
telephone number. 
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. Baby Blues 
IN FOCUS 


a regular look at our 
Stars of the Future 


L] 

Roy's Round-Up 
v Sunshine Mick Petersen controlled the 
Geo C midfield and sent one 

rge Uross delightful cut back from the 
Substitute George bye line to give George 
Goutzioulis scored two in this Goutzioulis the chance to 
ten goal game. Keeper Mike _ head a goal. 
Utting got the first from the —‘ The goal of the game came 
penalty spot, continuing a from a typical Steve 
Jong line of South Melbourne Panopoulos free kick, while 
goalies who have taken John Verikakis scored two 
penalties. and Evan Carey and the 
Mike Petersen contributed a diminutive Con Harbis 
gem from far out as he grabbed one each. 


continued his comeback. 
by Roy Hay 


(Roy Hay is a journalist with 
the Geelong Advertiser and 
NYL correspondent for the 
ASF). 


v Altona Gate 


South Melbourne overcame 
an undermanned Altona Gate 
6-0 at Paisley Park. 


ELCO FOOD 
COMPANY 


1380 Centre Road 
Clayton, VIC 3168 


TEL: 543 7433 / 543 6682 


Distributors of Quality Continental Foods; 
Dadoni Cheese, Casseri Cheese, Bulgarian Cheese, 
Stella and Misco Pasta, 

Macedonian Howa, Greek Black Olives, 
Kalamata Oil, Yiotis Dessert Products 
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NATIONAL 
YOUTH 
LEAGUE 


Xe 


ASF 


Australian Soccer 
Federation 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 

PY. Wop Ee eB Av Pts 
South Melbourne 20): 16) «3° ° 2" "66 SIS" 451 
V.LS. 20\ 160 ‘40 59. 26-48 
Heidelberg United 20: 14 91; *S) 54. 25° 43 
Brunswick Pumas 20° CIS 2) Sie 640-27 241 
Morwell Falcons 20'"10i"2> 8 “60° -33: °32 
Melbourne Knights 200 Siverdh OP 41 36-31 
Bulleen 20) OS 1G), G36" “27 30 
Preston 20: Se Biv STi S74 26 
Altona Gate 20. 8). 90 12) S253) 24 
North Geelong 20: 7° «2; . “DNs 33° S823 
Springvale City 20) Si 225 1S 9260, 165: 17 
Albion 20 4 2 4 27 SG 14 
Sunshine George Cross 20 3 4 13 31 66 13 
Doncaster Rovers 2012 3 155 29" 7 9 


j The VIS are the only team 

Baby Blues in with a remote hope of 
Cracker stopping the Baby Blues 

from winning the League 
Today's game against the Championship, and a win 
Victorian Institute of Sportis today for the Blues would 
sure to be a real gem of a almost certainly guarantee the 
battle. trophy comes to Middle Park. 
COMING FIXTURES 
27 February 


Heidelberg United v South Melbourne (Olympic Village 


_ 4pm) 


weal March 
South Melbourne v Melbourne Knights (Middle Park, 
3.45pm) 


ALL THE GOALSCORERS 


Anthopoulos 
Carey 
Damianos 
Goutzioulis 
Harbis 
Kiratzoglou 
Komilionis 
Lenetis 
16Mihaloglou 

1 M Panopoulos 
10S Panopoulos 
1 Petersen 

1 Utting 
11Verikakis 

1 own goals ~ total goals scored 68 


The 
Leaderboard 


NSBNAND YD 


16 Theo Mihaloglou 
10 Steve Panopoulos 
11 John Verikakis 
5 Bill Damianos 


BABY BLUE SCOREBOAR® 


YOUTH TEAM RESULTS 
North Geelong 0 
South Melbourne 1 (S Panopoulos) 


Doncaster Rovers 0 
South Melbourne 7 (Mihaloglou -3, 
Verikakis -2, Damianos, S Panopoulos) 


South Melbourne 2 (Mihaloglou, 
Damianos) 
Morwell Falcons 0 


Sunshine George Cross 1 

South Melbourne 6 (S Panopoulos -2, 
Komilionis, Lenetis, Kiratzoglou, 
Mihaloglou) 


South Melbourne 5 (S Panopoulos, 
Komilionis, Verikakis, Mihaloglou) 
Bulleen 1 


South Melbourne 3 (Mihaloglou -2, 
Harbis) 
Altona Gate 2 


South Melbourne 2 (Mihaloglou, 
Verikakis) 


| FORALL YOUR SOCCER. 2 


REQUIREMENTS 


BAYSWATER 


Indoor Soccer 
centre 


BRITISH * EUROPEAN ¢ AUSTRALIAN 
ORIGINAL & REPLICA ‘SHIRTS AND TRACK- 
SUITS.SCARVES, T-SHIRTS AND SOCCER 

“TEAMWEAR MADE TO.ORDER 


Brunswick 0 


Victorian Institute of Sport 2 
South Melbourne 0 


South Melbourne 4 (M Panopoulos, S 
Panopoulos, 

Mihaloglou, Damianos) 

Heidelberg United 1 


Melbourne Knights 2 
South Melbourne 4 (Verikakis -3, 
Anthopoulos) 


Springvale City 1 
South Melbourne 6 (Mihaloglou —4, 
Komilionis, Lenetis) 


South Melbourne 3 (Damianos -2, 
Goutzioulis) 
Albion 3 


Bulleen 1 
South Melbourne 2 (Verikakis, S 
Panopoulos) 


South Melbourne 1 (S Panopoulos) 


* SOUVENIR SUPPLIER TO MELBOURNE ig@e 


NATIONAL. LEAGUE CLUBS 


— 


= 


Preston 1 


South Melbourne 3 (Mihaloglou, 
Kiratzoglou, og) 
North Geelong 0 


Brunswick Pumas 1 
South Melbourne 1 (Anthopoulos) 


South Melbourne 3 (Carey -2, S 
Panopoulos) 
Doncaster Rovers 0 


Morwell Falcons 0 
South Melbourne 1 (Mihaloglou) 


South Melbourne 8 (Goutzioulis —2, 
Utting, Kiratzoglou, Petersen, 
Komilionis, Verikakis, Carey) 
Sunshine George Cross 2 


Altona Gate 0 

South Melbourne 6 (Verikakis - 2 
Carey, Harbis, S Panopoulos, 
Goutzioulis) 


————— 


Indoor Soccer Leagues 7 Days A Week, Courts for Hire for all Sports, 4 Courts for Hire 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


* Phone: (03) 729 1999 Fax: (03) 7206970 13 Burton Crt. Bayswater Vic 3153 


Page 31 


Back Chat .......... 


(reported snippets from the press - and where 


the Blues occasionally bite back!) 


"Melbourne has been an absolute graveyard for Brisbane 
teams since the inception of the NSL. Not so in 1993 for 
the Strikers who are undefeated in the 'rust belt ...... (Eye 
on Soccer Editor Mark Brusasco commenting on the fact 
that the Strikers gained valuable draws with South 
Melbourne and Morwell Falcons as well as maximum 
points against the Knights). 


"I thought they would die if we got a goal but they kept 
coming at us wave after wave and you have got to give 

RU ioccay,sasck " (Jason Polak after a hard fought win 
over Brunswick Pumas). 


"South Melbourne has run out of ideas and is in danger of 
falling out of the top two in the next fortnight ....." (Peter 
Desira forecasting doom and gloom in the Herald-Sun). 


"We're struggling with our finishing but the quality is still 
there and I still believe we are on the right track - we 
played with the one striker all last season and scored so 

azaiiws " (coach Jim Pyrgolios replying to Peter 
in the same column). 


"It amuses me to see the state the Scots media got into after 
the draw was made for the European Championship. All I 
can say is 'beware of Greeks bearing gifts' ........... "(alone 
voice in Scotland's Daily Record who doesn't think that 
beating Greece will be as easy as the other 4,499,999 of his 
countrymen do). 


"Correct! We have a habit of making a right Moussaka of 

NGS esas " (Record journalist Dixon Blackstock 
Sharing the fear that Greece would give Scotland a bit of a 
Costa Rica). 


"South Melbourme raised the issue of the inconsistency of 
video charges at the tribunal ........... a player's union 
official has called into question the CCSL's use of video 

psespedstas " Justin Brasier of AAP in Soccer Weekly 
reporting on the history making two match suspension of 
Kevin Muscat who was 'tried by video’). 


"The 19-year-old centre back was once again in fine form 
and may just be the key to South Melbourne's finals hopes, 
given their brittle back line........... " (Greg Blake, Soccer 
Weekly on Mike Valkanis's continued good from against 
Parramatta Eagles). 


"Ike Alagiozidis has almost recovered from injury and is 
ready to fight for a place ...." (Dwyght Tufnell, Soccer 


Krom the 
Press Box 


Morwell Falcons 0 South Melbourne 1 

| This took the Blues to four wins on the trot and underlined 

the seriousness of our title challenge — and just as well with 
fellow contenders Marconi and Melbourne Knights producing 
huge wins. Morwell have proven to be one of the toughest 
sides in the league and in this match they more than matched 
South Melbourne for possession. At times the game looked 
likely to spill over into violence with tackles — both on and off 
the ball - which would make a Saint whince. This was always 
going to be a game in which persistence rather than flair won 
and Awaritefe's first half goal was in that mode. Francis 
underlined his poaching ability by following up a couple of 
strikes, including his own original shot, to belt the ball away 
from twelve yards. The second half produced three good 
scoring chances for South Melbourne with Durakovic (what a 
belter of a drive), Tasios and Awaritefe all finding 
themselves with an opportunity to do some damage. 

BEST BLUE: Mike Valkanis 


South Melbourne 0 Parramatta Eagles 0 
Eagles' coach Rale Rasic left Middle Park a happy man, with 
the single point that his side needed to keep their Play Off 
chances alive. The defensive tactics adopted by Parramatta 
won them few friends and tumed the game into a dour tussle 
in which the two best players on the field were both defenders 
- Nick Orlic and Mike Valkanis. With Steve Tasios playing in 
defence the Blues were blunted going forward although both 
Tsolakis and Wade came close with efforts. 

BEST BLUE: Mike Valkanis 


Adelaide City 3 South Melbourne 0 


The sending—off of keeper Dean Anastasiadis was the late 
sensation in a game packed with incident, and the now- 
expected cries of bad refereeing. The first half was shared 
with the Blues gaining early honours but they were punished 
for their inability to convert chances into goals when Vidmar 
and Veart put the homers 2-0 up at the break. But the second 
period belonged to City which enjoyed large periods of 
possession football to look a totally different team from that 
which was trounced at Middle Park earlier in the season. In 
the 62nd minute Anastasiadis got his marching orders when 
he was adjudged by the referee to have fouled Joe Mullen. 
Coach Jim Pyrgolios immediately put on utility Gary Hasler 
who took Anastasiadis's place in goals — and his first touch of 
the ball was to pick it out of the net after the resultant penalty. 
BEST BLUE: Jason Polak 


The South 
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Souvenir Merchandise Rant e 


HELLAS TEAM SHIRTS 


TRACKSUITS Blue or white complete with all logos. POLO SHIRT 
ENR SET TT $70 plus $3 P & H ne GS Laer : 
The official hellas tracksuit tops and ‘ nae , ; : Specially created, white and blue pique 
; Junior Strip in Blue only. 8-12 year olds i : j : 
bottoms, with all logos. $35 plus $3 P & H knit club Polo Shirts logo including 
$110 plus $3 P & H emblem $35 plus $3 P & H 


IRS Me XL. TOTAL 
S M L XL TOTAL SM L. XL TOTAL 


BASEBALL CAP 
AdjustableBlue/white Baseball 
style cap with official Club logo. 


$10 plus $3 P& H 


SUPPORTERS 
BALL 


$25 plus $3 P & H (i es 
HELLAS SOCCER KEYRING PIN 
HELLAS SCARE STARS CALENDAR $5 [] $5 C] 


7 $2 plus $3 P & H Fed BADGE 33[] 


DETACH THIS PAGE AND ENCLOSE WITH YOUR CHEQUE 
MADE PAYABLE TO: 
S.M. HELLAS MARKETING 
P.O. BOX 2064, ST. KILDA WEST 
VICTORIA 3182 
FOR FURTHER ENQURIES CONTACT THIS OFFICE 
TELEPHONE: (03) 534 5462 


$15 plus $3 P & H 


3 HR VIDEO 
S.M. HELLAS VS MELB. CROATIA 

1991 CHAMPIONSHIP 

Full game, Penalties and Presentation 

of this historic match. $15 plus $3 P & H 


PLUS MANY OTHER ITEMS AT YOUR PRO SHOP 


Have a nice flight 


Ly loo 


Information and reservations 
SYDNEY: (02) 251 2044 
MELBOURNE: (03) 629 2411 


BRISBANE: (07) 221 7747 
ADELAIDE: (08) 212 7784 


Southern Motors 


LMCT No. 7792 


For the best deal in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 


Southern Motors gigantic current and 
superseded vehicle scoop purchase, is on now. 
With many current shape Fords, Holdens and 
Japanese cars, Southern Motors has the car 
that's just right for you, at the right price. We'll 
give you top money for your trade-in, and all 
our vehicles come with our famous 'Peace Of 
Mind' Bonus Pack- completely free. That's a 


4 year, unlimited kilometre, Australia-wide 
mechanical warranty, a 3 year rust protection 
plan, a full tank of petrol,132 point inspection 
and pre-delivery service, and 24 hour roadside 
assistance- at no extra cost. Come and inspect 
our huge range today, because at Southern 
Motors, we'll give you the best deal in the 
Southern Hemisphere. 


19 Flemington Rd, North Melbourne Vic 3051 Tel: (03) 329 8600 Fax: (03) 329 8908 


